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KILDARE COUNTY COUNCIL  

 Minutes of Presentation to Council from Sensational Kids  

held at 12.00 o'clock Monday 24 September 2018  

Áras Chill Dara, Devoy Park, Naas, Co Kildare. 

 

Members Present: Councillor S Power (Mayor), Councillors M Aspell, A Breslin, B Caldwell, R 

Cronin, I Cussen, M Dalton, S Doyle, B Hillis, I Keatley, C Kelly, A Larkin, P 

McEvoy, J McGinley, F McLoughlin Healy, M Miley Jnr, S Moore, T Murray, N 

O Cearúil, J Pender, T Redmond, M Wall, P Ward, B Weld and B Young.  

 

Apologies:              Councillors A Breen, F Brett, K Byrne, M Coleman, D Callaghan,   

   T Durkan, D Fitzpatrick, P Kennedy, M Lynch, M McCabe J Neville, S O'Neill, 

   R Power, D Scully and M Stafford.  

 

Also Present: Mr P Carey, Chief Executive, Ms S Kavanagh and Mr T McDonnell, Directors 

of Service, Ms M McIvor (Meetings Administrator), Ms K Keane (Meetings 

Secretary) and other officials. 

 

 

01/0918SP1 

Sensational Kids 

Ms Karen Leigh, Chief Executive Officer and Ms Rhoda Bermingham, Development Manager 

attended from Sensational Kids and thanked the Mayor and the members for the opportunity to 

address them at their meeting.   

Ms Leigh informed the members that Sensational Kids was a child development and learning 

centre located in Kildare Town.  She stated one in four children had a special educational need 

and that personal circumstances had inspired her to set up Sensational Kids.  She outlined that 

there were lengthy waiting lists for children in need of occupational therapy and speech therapy 

and the aim of Sensational Kids was to bridge the gap between public and private services. She 

confirmed Sensational Kids does this by helping children of all abilities to reach their full potential 

offering occupational therapy, speech and language therapy, play therapy, a specialist literacy 

teacher, educational psychological assessments, a wipe out worries group and a transition to 

secondary school group.  She stated research had shown 67% of juvenile offenders had 
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symptoms of special educational needs and early intervention would reduce this percentage.  Ms 

Leigh informed the members that 50% of Sensational Kid’s clients were from Kildare and there 

was and increasing demand for access to affordable early intervention with children.  

 Ms Berminghan outlined that Sensational Kids subsidised €45.00 per child per session with the 

average number of sessions at seven equaling a cost of €315.00 per child.  She stated that figures 

projected that one hundred and sixty additional children were in need of their services annually 

and funding of €10,000.00 was being sought from each of the five municipal districts to help meet 

the demand for services in Kildare. She stated that their organisation had impact measurement 

tools, strong corporate governance and robust funding partners.  

 

Following a number of questions from the members, Ms Leigh confirmed Sensational Kids operate 

an open referral policy subsidising the referral fees and the programme is open to all ages, all 

abilities and all financial abilities to pay. She confirmed there is no prioritization based on need and 

that all applications are seen with an assessment of need carried out in every case. Ms Leigh 

noted they do not get blanket funding from the HSE but have subcontracted cases from them in 

the past and have provided training for their professionals. She confirmed they won a Social 

Entrepreneurship Award in 2015 and were the recent winner of a Social Enterprise Development 

Award resulting in them now being on a 6 month accelerator programme. She also confirmed a 

new centre had just been opened in Clonakilty, Co. Cork.  

 

The Mayor and members thanked Ms Leigh and Ms Bermingham for their presentation and 

thanked them for the valuable work that they do and wished them well for the future. 

 

 

The presentation concluded. 

 


